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Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

What do the laity say about their role in fulfilling the 

great commission? 

 

 some say that the preacher is “the commissioned” since 

jesus was talking to the disciples. 

 some say that the lay is “the commissioned” because sheep 

make sheep. 

 Ronald D. roth made this statement at a presentation in 

1998 when asked about the role of Laity in the great 

commission: 

 “the reformation emphasized the doctrine of the “priesthood of all believers” 

and brought to life the understanding of what it means to live as a christian 

in this world or to be a lay person(sic). still…. the term carries a neGative 

connotation for many.  a layperson (sic) is one who can’t. can’t preach, marry 

and bury. while the clerGy does the “real work” of the church, the laity has, as 

someone has said, but to pray, pay and obey.” 

 

 

Question: 

What do you have to say about the role of the laity in fulfilling the great 

commission? 



Fulfilling the great commission:  

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

What is the great commission? 

 

Matthew 28: 16-20 

“now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which jesus had directed them.  When they 

saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And jesus 

came and said to them, “all authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the father and  of the son and of the holy spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the aGe.” 

 

 



Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

The great commission is filled with action verbs: 

 Go 

 Make 

 Baptize 

 Teach 

 

Question: 

Which would you identify as roles for lay; which for 

clergy; which for both? 

 



Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

in a nut shell the great commission is our orders from our 

commander in chief to the ministry of discipleship 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer stated: 

 

“christianity without the living christ is inevitably christianity 

without discipleship, and christianity without discipleship is 

always christianity without christ.” 

 

Eric Geiger, Michael Kelly and Philip Nation in their book 

“transformational discipleship; how people really Grow, made this 

statement: 

 

”the fundamental reason your church exists is to make disciples 

of Jesus.” 

 

Question: 

Does the church you attend put emphasis on discipleship? 



Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God”s Church 

In his book autopsy of a deceased church: 12 ways to keep yours 

alive, thom rainer writes: 

 

When it comes to the great commission there is commission 

omission and commission amnesia. 

 

Omission – not talked about, not emphasized, not focused upon 

Amnesia – forgotten all about   

 

Question: 

If you were to be honest, does your church have the great 

commission omission or amnesia? 



Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

How can lay and clergy work together? 

 

#1  we must want the same thing (the church to grow)  

 There should be a candid conversation about whether the growth 

of the church is desired or whether it is better to leave things the 

way they are. 

 

#2  we must take an inventory of the congregation on Sunday and look 

at the community and see if the church reflects the community. 

 Who is the church serving and could there be others to serve who 

live in the church’s community? 

 

#3  we must all be trained in how to evangelize. 

 evanGelizinG is more than takinG a tract and puttinG it in people’s 

hands. It requires interaction with people. 

 

#4  we must be real and accept the fact that everybody should not be a 

part of the evangelizing team.  They may all be trained, but when the 

rubber meets the road… let them prepare the refreshments for the team. 

 

#4  always take time to retreat and evaluate what has been done and if 

the goal is the same or has shifted. 



Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

It is imperative that we remember 

that we are working together 

to build God’s church not our 

church! 

Build your house the way you 

want; build God’s the way he 

says!!!!! 

 



Fulfilling the great commission: 

lay and clergy working together to build God’s church 

Questions 

Comments 

Observations 

Testimonials 

 

now!!!! let’s Go do some buildinG 

together!!!! 


